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!
During 2018 the majority of IEDs incidents took place on Main Supply 

Routes2 (MSRs). Lower Shabelle region was the most affected. 
 

 
Fig 2: Improvised Explosive Device Incidents in South-Central Somalia - January to December 

2018 
!
!

                                       
2 Main Supply Routes are routes designated within an area of operations upon which the bulk of traffic flows in 
support of military (AMISOM and SSF) operations. 
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Fig 3: Improvised Explosive Device Incidents by regions between 2016, 2017 and 2018 

 
 Lower Shabelle and Banadir regions registered the highest number of 
IED incidents in the past three years while Middle Shabelle, Bakool and 
Gedo showed a reduction in the number of IED incidents between 2017 

and 2018.  
$
The increase in IED incidents in Hiran region, were primarily due to last year’s joint 
AMISOM/SSF operation to reopen the MSR from Beletweyne through Jalalaqsi, while the 
increase in incidents in the Bay region, shows an increased focus on the MSR from Baidoa to 
Mogadishu, presumably in light of the planned transition. 
 
While AMISOM remained the primary target of IED attacks throughout 2018, overall, there 
was a reduction in the number of IED incidents targeting AMISOM as the year progressed.  
Conversely, there has been a steady increase in the number of IED incidents targeting the 
SSF (see Figure 4 below). There are two primary explanations for this; AMISOM became 
more capable of operating in an IED threat environment through training and equipment; and 
also that SSF have been exposed to more risk through increased operations in the second 
half of the year, without sufficient capacity to mitigate the threat of IEDs.  
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